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... for the Finest Selection of Classical or Popular 
Recordings Visit Woodward’s Record Bar on the 


Fourth Floor. 






ELITE CLEANERS AND DYERS 

ALL CLOTHES FULLY INSURED AGAINST FIRE AND THEFT 
For Special Service Call the Elite. 

We Specialize in Ladies* Evening Gowns 


Phones 82149 - 85343 


11515 Jasper Avenue 






EDMONTON CIVIC OPERA SOCIETY 
27th Production 

NOVEMBER 26 - 27 - 28 - 29, 1952 
STRAND THEATRE 

’'SONG OF NORWAY” 

Based on the life and music of Edvard Grieg 


OUR GUEST ARTIST, RALPH MAGELSSEN 



Ralph Magelssen 


It is with a great deal of pleasure that the Edmonton Civic Opera Society introduces to our patrons and 
friends, Ralph Magelssen, in the leading male role, Edvard Grieg. Ralph Magelssen comes to us from New York. 
He has made many appearances in opera, light opera and on the musical stage. He made a 70,000-mile tour in 
Irving Berlin’s popular all-soldier show, “This is the Army”, and appeared in the film version as a featured 
soloist. Mr. Magelssen was born in Minneapolis, and is a graduate of the University of Minnesota with a B.A. in 
Music. He has studied in Germany and Italy and was heard in recitals in both countries. He has appeared in opera 
performances in New York and Philadelphia and has many successful engagements to his credit, including a one- 
year tour from coast to coast with “Song of Norway”, and is associated with the role of Grieg in the mind of everyone 
who has seen the production. Mr. Magelssen has starred for several seasons with the “Theatre Under The Stars” 
in Vancouver and is a great favourite there. We welcome this talented artist to Edmonton and wish him every 
success in his future career. 


SUPPORTING CAST 


Supporting Mr. Magelssen are some of Edmonton’s best and most oustanding artists. Most of these people 
are well-known to Edmonton audiences and their abilities recognized. Edmonton has reason to be proud of her own. 
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LISTEN TO “SONG OF NORWAY” AND OTHER FAMOUS OPERAS 

ON 

COLUMBIA LP 
RECORDS 

Complete on 
ONE RECORD 

AT YOUR DEALER’S NOW 



A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Once again it is the pleasure of the Edmonton Civic Opera Society to present 
to our patrons another production. This is the Society’s twenty-seventh show. The 
impressive list of previous shows will be found on page 14 of the programme. In 
choosing “SONG OF NORWAY”, we believe we are presenting to our audience 
the most ambitious production to date. All music lovers are captivated by Grieg’s 
beautiful music and the “Song of Norway” is Grieg at his best. Under the musical 
direction of Mrs. J. B. Carmichael, who has led the Society’s musical activities since 
its inception, you are assured of a true and enjoyable interpretation of this great work. 
We welcome you to our show, hope you enjoy it and thank you most heartily 
for your patronage. 

IVOR MATHEW, President. 

PRODUCTION 


Musical Director ... 

Dramatic Director. 

Stage Director. 

Chorus Director. 

Ballet Director. 

Scenery Designed and Executed by 


Mrs. J. B. Carmichael 

.Laurier Picard 

.Gerard J. Baril 

. Imelda Pepin Olsen 

... Muriel Taylor Harris 
- Bernard Oppelt 



Congratulations to 


EDMONTON CIVIC 
OPERA SOCIETY 


•) 

_ __ 7 mEn's shop. 

'-'"Smart Wear Jbr Smart Men 



10164 - 101st Street Phone 23536 

Serving Edmonton For Over 50 Years 
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Made-to-Measure, Remodel, Reline 

Storage 


Phone 24574 

ti^TON!Sl 


Perfect Furriers 


Limited 

“Furs Fashioned Exclusively For You" 

10341 Jasper Ave., Edmonton, Alta. 


THE STORY OF “SONG OF NORWAY” 

Tie “Song of Norway” is an inspiring production of the life of Norway’s first 
composer, Edvard Grieg, who understood the value of traditional folk music and 
embodied it in his compositions. It is the story of his closest friend, Rikard Nordraak 
and the townspeople of Bergen, and of Edvard’s career, which led him to be Norway’s 
most successful composer. It is the magnificent love story of Nina and Edvard and their 
life at Troldhaugen. An ancient Norwegian legend, which becomes the incentive for a 
great composer, is the basis of the story “Song of Norway”. 

According to the myth, Norway has been locked in a cave of ice by the North 
Wind, and only a very great Norwegian man can save it, by going out into the world 
and becoming famed for his work. 

With its setting in the Norwegian village of Troldhaugen, the story tells of Edvard 
Grieg’s intentions to marry his sweetheart Nina, and to spend his time writing music to 
the poems of his friend, Rikard Nordraak. However, Louisa, an accomplished singer, 
recognizes Grieg’s abilities as a composer and inveigles him into going with her to Italy 
as her accompanist, where he soon begins to gain continental recognition. 

Grieg continues achieving success in his career, until the death of Nordraak in 
Norway. He returns to his homeland and marries Nina. 


SPECIALISTS IN 



• 

INSURANCE 



• REAL ESTATE 



• INVESTMENTS 


w. 

L. WILKIN LTD. 


WILKIN 

BUILDING - 10076 JASPER AVE. 


EDMONTON 

PHONE 24107 

ALBERTA 


"Yes WILKINS Have My Insurance" 
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SYNOPSIS OF SCENES 






ACT I 




Scene 

1—A Square on 

the outskirts of Bergen, Norway, midsummer 

eve in the 1860’s. 



Scene 

2—Later the san 

re day. 






ACT II 




Scene 

1—Copenhagen; Reception room of the Royal Conservatory, 

one year later. 



Scene 

2—Rome; Tito’ 

Chocolate Shop, one year later. 




Scene 

3—Rome; Ballr 

00m of the Villa Pincio. 




Scene 

4—Troldhaugen, Norway; Interior of the Grieg home, some time later. 



Scene 

5—The Song of Norway. 






Music by Edvard Grieg 





Lyrics and Musical Adaptation by Robert Wright and George Forrest 



Book by Milton Lazarus Based on the story by Homer Curran 




MASON & RISCH PIANOS 

ACCORDIONS 

• MUSIC • INSTRUMENTS 

ROBINSON & SONS 

10247 Jasper Ave., Edmonton, Alta. 


HOLT, RENFREW 

& COMPANY LIMITED 

FURRIERS AND LADIES’ 
READY - TO - WEAR 
MEN’S WEAR 

10336 Jasper Ave. Phone 23445 







HOMES OF INDIVIDUALITY 

INDUSTRIAL SPRAY WORK 

J. Mason 

& Sons 

Painting and Decorating 

Established over 25 Years 

Phone 32356 — Edmonton 


THE BALLET 


Ballet Director ........ Muriel Taylor Harris 

Choreography by Ruth Carse, Toronto 


Act II— Scene II 
Tito’s Chocolate Shop 

Waiter ____ Phil Baker 

Waitresses.Joan Bryan and Virginia Mighall 

Act II— Scene III 

Entertainment at the Ballroom of the 
Villa Pincio, Rome 
Corps de Ballet: 

Joan Bryan, Dolores Chambers 
Janis Harknett, Virginia Mighall 
Kay Upright, Barbara Waller 

Prima Ballerina: 

Margaret Mansell 


Act II— Scene V 
The Legend 

Maiden Norway . Muriel Taylor Harris 

Nordraak Spirit. Russ Williamson 

Grieg Spirit . Gerald Stephens 

Snow Maidens: 

Joan Bryan 
Dolores Chambers 
Margaret Mansell 
Virginia Mighall 
Kay Upright 
Barbara Waller 


THE LEGEND 

The Maiden Norway, in spite of her friends’ warning, has entered the forbidden doorway. The spirit of 
Nordraak enters and it is plainly seen that the spirit of the maiden has hovered close to the spirit of the poet for all 
time. Their communion is interrupted by a great north wind. The Henchmen of the North Wind rudely tear the 
poet away from the maiden and when she resists, imprison her in the cave, leaving her a lone frozen figure. 

Nordraak’s spirit sees the maiden, runs to Grieg at the piano and invokes Grieg’s spirit out into space, indicat¬ 
ing the maiden to him. The minstrel woos the maiden with his lyre. In the distance we hear Nordraak’s voice singing. 
The maiden’s ice prison melts away, she comes to life and she and Grieg’s spirit dance together. They are joined by 
a group of snow maidens who dance in exultation with them. 


JERRY’S 

PROFESSIONAL 

MAKE-UP SERVICES 

THEATRICAL and OPERATIC 

For Appointment Phone 42423 Gerard J. Baril, 9736 110th Street, Edmonton 
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SAROaS'! 


Dine at the New Modern 

LOTUS GARDEN 

Excellent Chinese and American Dishes Served in a 
Pleasant and Relaxing Atmosphere. 

WE SPECIALIZE IN MAKING UP ORDERS TO TAKE OUT 

PHONE 22023 or 21403 for PROMPT SERVICE 

9974 Jasper Avenue Edmonton, Alberta 


LADIES OF THE CHORUS 


Jean Bannard 

Margaret Foster 

Diana Bayrock 

Martha Helina 

Bernice Beaton 

Betty Muter 

Betty Beaton 

Jeanne Olsen 

Beverly Brown 

Jean Smith 

Lilian Davis 

Patricia Scott 


Margaret Weber 

Villagers of Bergen and Guests at the Royal Conservatory 
Dancing Girls 
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Armand Baril 
Dick Bateman 
Sid Burman 
George Davidson 
Harwood Johnson 
Don Kaminski 


Angus MacDonald 
Frank Markowski 
Bernard Oppelt 
Dave Paling 
Maurice Rookwood 
Vic Roskey 

Bob Turner 


Villagers of Bergen and Guests at the Royal Conservatory 
Dancing Boys 


For Exclusive Christmas Gifts . . . 

CARLETON BROS. 

DIAMONDS — WATCHES 


Phone 33121 


10560 - 82nd Avenue 








The Finest in Music 
for Your Leisure Hours 

Visit the Bay’s Record Bar soon, you are 
welcome to browse through the lists of 
recordings and play your favorite selections 
on our modern players. 



Cast 

IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE 


RIKARD NORDRAAK . 

CRJMA __„. 

EINAR . 

SICRID . 

CHRISTA . 

CUNNAR . 

NINA HACERUP . 

EDVARD GRIEG . 

FATHER GRIEG . 

FATHER NORDRAAK . 

MOTHER GRIEG . 

FREDDY . 

COUNT PEPPI LE LOUP . 

LOUISA GIOVANNI . 

FRAU PROFESSOR NORDEN 

THE PROFESSOR . 

ELVIRA . 

HEDWIG . 

GRETA . 

MARCHARETA . 

MISS ANDERS . 

HENRIK IBSEN . 

TITO . 

MAESTRO PISONI . 

BUTLER ..... 

ADELINA . 

THE MAIDEN NORWAY . 

Page Eight 


. RAY PHIPPS 

. JOHANNA DANYLOWICH 

...DON O’NEILL 

. LUCIE DOMBROSKI 

_YVONNE LE CLAIR 

. PETER DEZMAN 

.crystal Macdonald 

. RALPH MAGELSSEN 

.PAUL HERVIEUX 

. JIM THOMSON 

.. ROSE NOVAKOWSKI 

. RUSS WILLIAMSON 

. LAURIER PICARD 

. NOREEN BRISTOW 

...OLIVE COUPER 

.SID BURMAN 

.... RUTH GILLIS NEW 

.KAY HANAK 

. BETTY GAYLER 

. MARY BETTS 

.JACQUIE BATTERSBY 

.ALAN RUNCK 

.PHIL BAKER 

... ROBERT EBY 

....ROBERT SHAW 

. MARGARET MANSELL 

MURIEL TAYLOR HARRIS 

















BROWN 

Cleaners <S* Dye Works Lid. 

EDMONTON’S QUALITY CLEANERS 


3 to 4 Day Pick-Up 
and Delivery 


10017- 109th Street 


Musical Numbers 

As a matter of interest to music lovers, the original sources of the musical adaptations are listed with each number. 


Act I — Scene I 

Prelude ... Orchestra 

“The Legend” 

(Adapted from the A-Minor Concerto) 

“Hill of Dreams” . Nina, Edvard and Rikard 

(Also from the A-Minor Concerto) 


Scene II 

In the Holiday Spirit .. Dancing Peasants 

“Freddy and His Fiddle" .. Einar, Sigrid, Freddy 

(Norwegian Dance) and the Singing Townspeople 

‘Won.” - Louisa and Ensemble 

(From Waltz Op. 12, No. 2 and the Violin Sonata No. 2 
in G Minor.) 

“Strange Music" . Edvard and Nina 

(From "Nocturne" and "Wedding Day in Troldhaugen”) 

“ Midsummer’s Eve" -Rikard, Louisa and Ensemble 

(From "Twas on a Lonely Eve in June” and "Scherzo”) 

“March of the Trollgers” 

( The Cake Lottery ) .. Ensemble 

(From Mountaineers’ Song”, "Hailing" in C Minor, and 


Act II — Scene I 

Introduction: “ Papillon ” 

‘Bon Vivant” —Part I . Edvard and Ensemble 

(From "Water Lily”) 

—Part II ... Peppi, Edvard and Ensemble 
(From “The Book” of Haugtussa Cycle) 

Three Loves '.......Louisa and Edvard 

(From "Albumblatt” and "Poem Erotik”) 

Finalello 

a. “Down Your Tea” .Louisa and Ensemble 

b. “Nordraak’s Farewell" . Rikard 

(From "Springtide”) 

c. Reprise: “Three Loves” . Louisa, Nina and 

Ensemble 

Scene II 

“ Rigaudon" (Dance) .Tito and His Employees 

Scene III 

“Entr act ”... Orchestra 

“Peer Cynt" 

a. “Anitra's Dance" . Ballet 

b. “In The Hall of the Mountain King” .Adelina 

“I Love You” . Nina 

(Ich Liebe Dich) 


“Hymn of Betrothal" .Mother Greig and Ensemble 

Finale 

a. Reprise: 

“Strange Music Edvard, Nina and Ensemble 

b. Reprise : 

“Midsummer s Eve" . Rikard, Nina and 

Ensemble 


Scene IV 

“At Christmastime" _ Mother Grieg, Father Grieg, 

(From Woodland Wanderings) Nina and Ensemble 
Reprise: “Midsummer s Eve” 

“Strange Music" .Edvard and Nina 

Scene V 

The Song of Norway 


Pianist 


GRIEG’S PIANO CONCERTO 


Armand Baril 
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Byron Morrison 

❖ t 

$ Watchmaker & Jeweler ❖ 

A T 

* Phone 24662 $ 

% 10010 - 101A Ave. Edmonton % 

t % 
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| Murray’s Ltd. 

Z Draperies — Upholstering * 

| Slip Covers * 

% Phone 24654 Z 

t 10045 Jasper Ave., Edmonton, Alta. Z 
$ ❖ 


Compliments of... 


Edmonton Furriers Ltd. 


John Jacobs, Manager 


MANUFACTURING — STORAGE 


10624 Jasper Ave. Phone 26656 


MEMBERS OF THE ORCHESTRA 


VIOLINS 

Alexander Nicol 
(Concertmaster) 
Walter Holowach 
Dolly Thachuk 
Edna Cheatham 
Phil McComb 
Earl Joudrie 


John Peets 
Audrey Parrott 


CELLO 
Harry Kirk 
BASS 
Roy Geres 
FLUTE 
Harlan Green 
OBOE 
Bud Wood 


TRUMPET 
Clifford Wright 
HORN 

Adam Dobbie 
TROMBONE 
Graham Smith 
PERCUSSION 
Murray Pawling 
PIANO 

Imelda Pepin Oise 


The Grand Piano used in the Concerto is by courtesy of Heintzman’s. Our Society 
wishes to express special thanks to Heintzman’s & Co. and staff for their help and 
kindness on this occasion and many others. 

Period Piano kindly loaned by Mr. Henry Singer. 


**-K«***************************++***** 


Compliments of . 


LOVESETH SERVICE 
STATION LTD. 


Jasper and 106th Street 


(JofruwdM* 

^ Oil! 



GRILL 


Excellent Foods -—-y 

Courteous Service 

*******4Hfr******************+****'l H fr+ , M H l > *4 

Good Music — Every Sunday 
"Sunday Evening at Home" CFRPJ 9:00 

Jasper Ave. at 84 St. Phone 27117 

fr**^*********************************** 






“Song of Norway” Costumes 

-by - 

MALLABAR COSTUMER 

MONTREAL - - TORONTO - - WINNIPEG 


OFFICERS and EXECUTIVE 


President . 

Vice President. 

Past President. 

Secretary.... 

Treasurer . 

Assistant Treasurer. 

Librarian . 

Jacquie Battersby John Peets 

Lucie Dombroski Robert Shaw 


. Ivor Mathew 

.... Maurice Rookwood 

. Roland Huggett 

. Mary Betts 

. Edward King 

.Ted George 

. Peter Dezman 

David Paling 


Wardrobe Mistress . 

Wardrobe Assistant 

Properties . 

Make-up . 

Costumes. 

Scores and Orchestration 


. Marjorie Ross 

. Beatrice Nadeau 

. Roland Huggett 

Jerry’s Make-up Service 

. Mallabar, Winnipeg 

Tams-Witmark Music Library Inc., New York 



Flower Phone 21262 
Edmonton, Alta. 


10349 Jasper Ave. 


Compliments of 


^“ 0USE ° f P£ «OVAi^iEBVltt 


•> * 

Adams’ Radio Service 

$ Calgary - Banff - Edmonton - Wetaaklwfn % 

❖ Home of G. E. Appliances * 

* RADIOS - REFRIGERATORS - VACUUM CLEANERS £ 

❖ WASHING MACHINES * 

f ❖ 

£ 10418A Jasper Ave. Tower Building * 

* Phone 21744 Phone 26S9S % 

* * * * *++*+* + 


Innes Optical Co. Ltd. | 

% Eyes Examined Glasses Fitted $ 

| 302 EMPIRE BLDG. | 

* EDMONTON % 

❖ ❖ 

* Business Phone 22562 * 

Residence Phone 31264 
^ ❖ ❖ * * >:• * * * *:* *:• * 
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ACKNO WLEDGEM ENTS 

The Society acknowledges its indebtedness to many Edmonton firms for 
assistance with properties, etc., which has always been cheerfully given. We are in¬ 
debted to the City of Edmonton for use of storage facilities and for other concessions, 
and to many other Edmonton citizens who have given us a helping hand. 


THE EDMONTON JOURNAL 

We would like to express our sincere thanks to the Edmonton Journal and 
the members of their staff for the generous publicity given us for “Song of Norway”. 


❖ ❖ 
I EVERYTHING MUSICAL | 

AT HEINTZMAN 

❖ * 

<S* We cordially invite you to visit our store—the * 

❖ beautiful piano salon—the record shop—all * 

dedicated to the development of * 

<5* the finest in music. * 

❖ f 

|| Heintzman and £T7 £ 

* Nordheimer 

* Pianos 




Hammond and 
Minshall Organs 

10139 Jasper 


HEINTZMAN 


Compliments of 


John G. Norrington 


9814 Jasper Ave. 


****.H.***.J»K*****^*********** 







A TRIBUTE TO OUR ADVERTISERS 

We feel sure our patrons will agree that this programme is an interesting 
and attractive publication, made possible by the support of our advertisers. Such 
public-spirited merchants are worthy of your patronage. We hope you will read 
their advertisements carefully and support them. 


Our grateful appreciation is extended to Mr. Entwisle and associates, the 
Famous Players, for the continued use of the Strand Theatre. 



HAIR STYLES COURTESY HUDSON’S BAY CO. 
BEAUTY SALON 



NATURAL 

GAS 


For Superb 
Performance 


Northwestern Utilities 

Limited 


**********.• 
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Phone 26373 


Compliments of .. . 


CAL’S LIMITED 

10311 Jasper Avenue StrathcOIia Hotel 

The Store for Men 

Featuring 

10302 - 82 Ave. 

WARREN K. COOK CLOTHES 
FORSYTHE SHIRTS 

BILTMORE HATS South Edmonton 


PRODUCTIONS TO DATE 

In Order of Presentation 


Maritana 
II Trovatore 
The Red Mill 
Faust 

The Student Prince 
Martha 

The Desert Song 
Blossom Time 
Carmen 

Naughty Marietta 
The Chocolate Soldier 
Tie Vagabond King 
Florodora 
Firefly 


Katinka 

The New Moon 
Bitter Sweet 
Countess Maritza 
The Prince of Pilsen 
Rose Marie 
The Bohemian Girl 
Carmen 
Rio Rita 
Student Prince 
The Merry Widow 
Mademoiselle Modiste 
Song of Norway 




GOOD MUSIC ON THE AIR 


Don Wright Chorus - - - Sunday—4:00 p.m. 
Bell Singers & Howard Cable Sunday—6:30 p.m. 
Singing Stars of Tomorrow - Sunday—7:00 p.m. 
Concert Hour Sun, Mon, Wed, Thurs.—11:15 p.m. 

1260 On Your Dial 



>******************************************* 
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i Quality Dairy Products f 



\ NU-MAID BRAND % 

l BUTTER — ICE CREAM | 

l Northern Alberta Dairy f 

i Pool Ltd. | 

:♦ 

Phone 28101 % 
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§ BAND AND ORCHESTRA 
X INSTRUMENTS 

❖ 

* Popular, Standard, Classical Music 

Parts and Accessories 

❖ 

X Pianos — Records 


National Music Company 

10168 - 101st Street, Edmonton, Alberta 

Western Canada’s Largest Stock of Musical 
Instruments Under One Roof 


* EDMONTON’S LEADING RECORD SHOP 

❖ 

******** *;• •;* * * * * * * **************** 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 


It has long been the ambition of the Edmonton Civic Opera Society to 
compile an associate membership list for the mutual benefit of our patrons and ourselves. 
Several attempts have been made in the past without marked success. This year 
we are offering an opportunity to patrons to register for the nominal sum of 25c. Tickets 
are available in the foyer of the theatre before the performance, during intermission and 
at the end of the show. As a special inducement to register, the Society is offering a 
beautiful combination radio and record player and two record albums, one of which will 
be the “Song of Norway”, to some fortunate holder of the winning associate membership 
ticket. It is our intention to compile a list of all patrons registering. 


Associate Membership offers you: 

1. An opportunity to purchase good seats before they go on public sale. 

2. Advance notice of coming events. 

3. An opportunity to contribute to Edmonton’s cultural life by supporting 
the activities of Edmonton’s own Opera Society. 


WE HAVE JUST YOUR SIZE IN 

WEARING APPAREL 

MODERN 

TAILORS MEN’S SHOP 

9713 Jasper Avenue 


Peter Swist, Prop. 


Phone 24684 
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AIMS AND AMBITIONS OF OUR SOCIETY 

To promote a wider appreciation of music and to train promising young musicians 
to greater achievements in their chosen field of endeavor. 

To present high class productions at a minimum cost to our patrons through the 
co-operative efforts of amateur talent. 

To award scholarships to young musicians of outstanding ability which will enable 
them to continue their studies. 

To give to the people of Edmonton and district the finest in talent, staging and 
costuming. 




SCHOLARSHIPS 

The Society has awarded this year, to date, three junior scholarships and one major 
scholarship for a total of $600.00. The senior scholarship was awarded to Miss Eleanor 
Bowerman, now studying at the Julliard School in New York, and the three junior 
scholarships were awarded to Crystal MacDonald, Lucie Dombroski and Peter Dezman 
who are using the grants to further their musical education. 


Advertising: Norman Lansdown 


Programme Editor: Ivor Mathew 


* 

**• 
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For the Exclusive Christmas Gift 


pattern* 


Comrie Sewing Machine Service 


10511 - 82nd Avenue 






The Juture of Edmonton. 


Mayor William Hawrelak 



will be built on the record of its past. Founded, 
nourished and developed by the hardy faith of 
pioneers . . . either by instinct or vision . . . 
Edmonton today, has a record of progress and 
achievement not exceeded by any city on the 
North American continent. 

But industrial expansion alone is not enough. 
A city, for true greatness, must advance culturally 
as well. To this end the Edmonton Civic Opera 
Society is playing a vital part. 


The City of Edmonton 





